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PLAYGROUND APPEAL :
THREE GUYS THREE PEAKS CHALLENGE
WORDS BY CHRISTINE BAKER, CHRISTEN MEDIA

T

hree intrepid young men from estate
agents Butler & Stag are planning to
climb the three highest peaks in
Scotland, England and Wales in 'one
go', over 24 hours, to raise vital funds for the
Theydon Bois Playground Appeal.
Their Three Peaks Challenge gets underway
on the weekend of Saturday 28th October when
Neil Leahy, Michael Woolley and Tyler Dunkin
will be testing themselves against rugged terrain
and challenging weather conditions.
The three-man band work together at estate
agents Butler & Stag’s Theydon Bois office. They
have challenged themselves to raise £10,000 so
that children using Theydon Bois playground
can have a safer and more secure future with
new, updated equipment.
Butler & Stag co-owner Neil Leahy said “I
know it seems a mad thing to do but we are fit
young guys who want to help young people here
in Theydon Bois. Facilities like the playground
are an essential part of what makes Theydon Bois
such a delightful place to live. It’s the heartbeat of

the community for villagers with young children
and grandchildren.
While the existing facility has provided years
of pleasure, time has run out on the equipment
and for safety reasons, much has been removed.
It’s essential it’s replaced with robust apparatus as
soon as possible so raising funds is key.”
The Playground at Theydon Appeal, a
registered charity, must raise £115k including
insurance and maintenance. To date £75k has
been raised but the remaining £40k is a daunting
challenge. Pupils at Theydon Bois Primary
School will be closely following the challenge
and adding their support.
Shelly Dix, Chair of Playground at Theydon
said “The Appeal has been ongoing for a year so
we have done well but we need everyone local to
stake a claim in a better and more secure
playground facility for our young people. Our
plans also include apparatus that provides play
for disabled children plus an outreach for the
wider local community.”
Visit www.playgroundattheydon.co.uk ■

To help get the Three Peaks Challengers across the finishing line and reach their
target please visit https://www.totalgiving.co.uk/appeal/PaT3Peaks.
Cheques made payable to ‘Playground at Theydon Association’, or cash, can be
given to Butler & Stag, 4 Forest Drive Theydon Bois CM16 7EY in the special
post box. Or telephone Shelly on 07919 215465 for further information.
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THEYDON BOIS

DONKEY
DERBY

E

HAS NEW
SPONSOR

state Agent Butler & Stag is this year’s
proud sponsor of the Theydon Bois
Scout Group 31st annual Donkey
Derby, taking place on The Green on
Sunday 8th July 12 noon until 4.30pm.
Managing Director Neil Leahy is seen here
with his children Florie, Frankie and Brian the
donkey. Neil, who lives in Theydon Bois, is a
community champion who has given priority to
helping local causes since the business set up
shop in Theydon Bois last June. Together with
two colleagues, Neil took on the fearsome Three
Peaks Challenge last year to raise funds for the
Playground Appeal for Theydon.
He said “The Donkey Derby highlights the
true spirit of Theydon Bois and our wonderful
green. It’s a fun event for everyone and raises
much needed funds for the local Scouts and
Guides groups and other village charities. We are
delighted to be new sponsors for this their 31st
year.”
The event has become synonymous with the
village with more than 4,000 people crowding
onto the green eager to bet on and watch the
jockeys, all aged between 10 and 15, get their
donkeys round the course without falling off.
There are seven races, with seven donkeys in
each.
There will also be a bouncy castle, big wheel,
swing boats and other rides plus all the fun and
games including smash the crocks, tennis serve
challenge, welly wanging, and a golf putting
challenge.
The Donkey Derby committee, who organise

the event, works hard
to keep the event true
to its roots with more
old-fashioned games
and supports local
businesses and charities
who want stalls. Chair
Nik O'Flynn said: "We
are very excited about
this year's event which
is a big part of the
Theydon calendar."
The event was first
dreamed up for the
Scouts by Peter Simmance, to raise money for a
new hut. His brainwave was to reinstate the old
donkey races at Birch Hall 100 years before.
Organised by Gerald Buxton, he was keen to see
that the local donkeys were used to work and
give rides to the public in the forest, were well
treated.
He gave five shillings to the owners of every
donkey that passed a veterinary inspection. He
brought in strict rules banning whipping and
kicking - sometimes the riders carried their
donkeys over the finish line in their desperation
to win!
Now the donkeys are all ridden by children
with riding experience. Anyone wishing to be a
jockey contact Michael Simpson on 07725
042415. (Jockeys need to be under nine stone
(57kg). There will be parking but the Green is
easily accessible to Theydon Bois underground
just 200 metres away. ■

Neil Leahy Florie Frankie and
Brian the donkey for 2018
Donkey Derby
©Stephen Pover Photography

T HE DETAIL S
Butler & Stag
4 Forest Drive
Theydon Bois
Essex CM16 7EY
01992 667666
theydon@butlerandstag.com
www.butlerandstag.uk

WORDS BY
CHRISTINE BAKER,
CHRISTEN MEDIA

??

JUNE 2018

O U T & ABO U T

THREE PEAKS CHALLENGERS
RETURN VICTORIOUS
WORDS BY CHRISTINE BAKER, CHRISTEN MEDIA

T

hree intrepid young men from local

estate agent Butler & Stag, based in
Theydon Bois, have returned
victorious from their heroic charity
challenge. They successfully climbed the three
highest peaks in Scotland, England and Wales ‘all
in one go’ over 24 hours.
Neil Leahy, Michael Woolley and Tyler
Dunkin tested themselves against rugged terrain
and challenging weather so that children using
Theydon Bois playground can have a safer and
more secure future with new, updated
equipment.
Victory was achieved over the last weekend in
October completing their three peaks challenge
in 13 hours and 13 minutes of climbing plus ten
hours of time allotted for travelling.
The Playground at Theydon Appeal has
already benefitted by £4,000+ as fundraising
gained space prior to the climb. It’s still hoped
the target of £10,000 will be reached as more
people appreciate the personal sacrifices that
went into making the conquest a success. Visit
www.playgroundattheydon.co.uk
Neil Leahy said “It was hard going but we
loved it. Of course, there are highs and lows
emotionally, largely from fatigue and lack of
sleep. The mini bus was horrible, no room to
spread out and smelt of sweat and feet, and we

were cooped up with four people we had
never met before. But it was all part of the
experience and after the first walk we had
bonded.”
Ben Nevis 1,345 metres (4,411 ft) was
climbed while battling wind and rain with 40-50
mph winds around the summit.
Scafell Pike 978 metres (3,209 ft) arrived late
due to traffic diversion, climb started at
10.30pm, in heavy rain, strong winds and
complete darkness. The guide felt safety was
being compromised but the team pleaded to
summit and returned to the group having
reached the top.
Snowden 1,085 metres (3,560 ft) The team
arrived in Wales feeling positive. Racing against
the clock they pushed on unescorted to complete
the challenge. They raced up, quickly
summitting, and returned in good time meaning
the challenge was completed in 23 hours and 13
minutes.
The Playground at Theydon Appeal, a
registered charity, must raise £115k including
insurance and maintenance. Shelly Dix, Charity
Chair said “We are really grateful to Butler &
Stag and to everyone who has donated so far.
Thank you.” Plans also include apparatus that
provides play for disabled children plus an
outreach for the wider local community.” ■

To further support the Three Peaks Challengers visit
www.totalgiving.co.uk/appeal/PaT3Peaks
Cheques made payable to ‘Playground at Theydon Association’, or cash, can be given to
Butler & Stag, 4 Forest Drive Theydon Bois CM16 7EY in the special post box.
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